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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The following is a listing of the claims as currently pending. 

1 . (Original) A method for determining an optimized acceptance rate for 
purchase offers submitted to a buyer-driven commerce system, comprising: 

receiving a plurality of available bookings from a seller, each available 
booking including at least one of an acceptance parameter, a date of availability, a room type, 
and a geographic location; 

receiving a plurality of purchase offers for the plurality of bookings; 

storing a plurality of rejected purchase offers from the plurality of 

purchase offers; and 

determining a number of the unaccepted purchase offers which would be 
accepted based on a change of the acceptance parameter. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the booking corresponds to a hotel 

reservation. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the demand data comprises at least 
one of: a customer identifier, a payment identifier, a rating for a hotel, a location for a hotel, a 
number of room nights, an occupancy of the room, a room type and a price. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said determining further 

comprises: 

determining a number of the unaccepted purchase offers from a 
predetermined period of time which would be accepted based on a change of the acceptance 
parameter. 
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5. (Original ) The method of claim 4, wherein the predetermined time is one week. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said determining further comprises: 

selecting the rejected purchase offers which are original purchase offers; 

and 

determining a number of the original, rejected purchase offers which 
would be accepted based on a change of the acceptance parameter. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the acceptance parameter comprises 

at least one of: 

a minimum price and a minimum margin amount. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the simulated change comprises at 

least one of: 

a second minimum price and a second minimum margin amount. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the second minimum price is less 
than the minimum price. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the second minimum margin is 
less than the minimum margin amount. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said determining further 

comprises: 

receiving a plurality of inputs of simulated changes to the acceptance 

parameter. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said determining further comprises: 

determining an optimum value for the acceptance parameter based on the 

plurality of inputs. 
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13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the optimum value corresponds to a 
maximum revenue for a predetermined amount of margin. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the optimum value corresponds to a 
maximum number of room nights for a predetermined margin amount. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the optimum value corresponds to a 
maximum margin for a predetermined number of room nights. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

changing the acceptance parameter based on the simulated acceptance rate. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

generating a report including the number. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17, further comprising: 

transmitting the report to the seller. 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 8, further comprising, after said transmitting: 

receiving, from the seller, a change to the acceptance parameter. 

20. (Original) A computer-readable medium encoded with processing instructions 
for implementing a method for determining an optimized acceptance rate for purchase offers 
submitted to a buyer-driven commerce system, the method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of available bookings from a seller, each available 
booking including at least one of an acceptance parameter, a date of availability, a room type, 
and a geographic location; 

receiving a plurality of purchase offers for the plurality of bookings; 

storing a plurality of rejected purchase offers from the plurality of 

purchase offers; and 
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determining a number of the unaccepted purchase offers which would be 
accepted based on a change of the acceptance parameter. 

21. (Original) An apparatus for determining an optimized acceptance rate for 
purchase offers submitted to a buyer-driven commerce system, comprising: 

means for receiving a plurality of available bookings from a seller, each 
available booking including at least one of an acceptance parameter, a date of availability, a room 
type, and a geographic location; 

means for receiving a plurality of purchase offers for the plurality of 

bookings; 

means for storing a plurality of rejected purchase offers from the plurality of 

purchase offers; and 

means for determining a number of the unaccepted purchase offers which 
would be accepted based on a change of the acceptance parameter. 

22. (Original) An apparatus for determining an optimized acceptance rate for 
purchase offers submitted to a buyer-driven commerce system, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory in electronic communication with the processor, the memory 
encoded with processing instructions for directing the processor to: 

receive a plurality of available bookings from a seller, each 
available booking including at least one of an acceptance parameter, a date of availability, a 
room type, and a geographic location; 

receive a plurality of purchase offers for the plurality of bookings; 
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store a plurality of rejected purchase offers from the plurality of 

purchase offers; and 

determine a number of the unaccepted purchase offers which would 
be accepted based on a change of the acceptance parameter. 

23. (Original) A method for determining an optimized acceptance rate for purchase 
offers submitted to a buyer-driven commerce system, comprising: 

providing a plurality of available bookings, each including at least one of an 
acceptance parameter, a date of availability, a room type, and a geographic location; 

receiving an indication of a plurality of unacceptable purchase offers 
submitted for at least one of the available bookings; and 

receiving a second indication of a number of the unacceptable purchase 
offers which would be accepted based on a simulated change of the acceptance parameter. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 23, wherein the plurality of bookings each 
comprise a hotel reservation. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 24, wherein each of the unacceptable 
purchase offers comprises at least one of: 

a customer identifier, a payment identifier, a rating for a hotel, a location 
for a hotel, a number of room nights, an occupancy of the room, a room type and a price. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 23, wherein said receiving the second 
indication further comprises: 

receiving a calculation of a simulated acceptance rate based on the 
simulated change and the plurality of unaccepted purchase offers stored within a predetermined 
time. 
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27. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein the predetermined time is one 

week. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 23, wherein said receiving the second 
indication further comprises: 

receiving a calculation of a simulated acceptance rate based on the 
simulated change and the plurality of unaccepted purchase offers. 

29. (Original ) The method of claim 23, wherein said receiving the second 
indication further comprises: 

receiving a calculation of a simulated acceptance rate based on the 
simulated change and the plurality of unaccepted purchase offers which are not resubmitted 
purchase offers. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 23, wherein the acceptance parameter 
comprises at least one of: 

a minimum price and a minimum margin amount. 

31 . (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the simulated change 
comprises at least one of: 

a second minimum price and a second minimum margin amount. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 31, wherein the second minimum price is 
less than the minimum price. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 31, wherein the second minimum margin is 
less than the minimum margin amount. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 23, further comprising: 
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transmitting a plurality of inputs of simulated changes to the acceptance 

parameter. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 24, wherein said receiving a second indication 
further comprises: 

receiving an optimum value for the acceptance parameter based on the 

plurality of inputs. 

36. (Original) The method of claim 24, wherein the optimum value corresponds to a 
maximum revenue for a predetermined amount of margin. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 24, wherein the optimum value corresponds to a 
maximum number of room nights for a predetermined margin amount. 

38. (Original) The method of claim 24, wherein the optimum value corresponds to a 
maximum margin for a predetermined number of room nights. 

39. (Original) The method of claim 23, further comprising: 

changing the acceptance parameter based on the simulated acceptance rate. 

40. (Original) A computer-readable medium encoded with processing 
instructions for implementing a method for determining an optimized acceptance rate for 
purchase offers submitted to a buyer-driven commerce system, the method comprising: 

providing a plurality of available bookings, each including at least one 
of an acceptance parameter, a date of availability, a room type, and a geographic location; 

receiving an indication of a plurality of unacceptable purchase offers 
submitted for at least one of the available bookings; and 

receiving a second indication of a number of the unacceptable purchase 
offers which would be accepted based on a simulated change of the acceptance parameter. 
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41. (Original) An apparatus for determining an optimized acceptance rate for 
purchase offers submitted to a buyer-driven commerce system, comprising: 

means for providing a plurality of available bookings, each including at 
least one of an acceptance parameter, a date of availability, a room type, and a geographic 
location; 

means for receiving an indication of a plurality of unacceptable purchase 
offers submitted for at least one of the available bookings; and 

means for receiving a second indication of a number of the unacceptable 
purchase offers which would be accepted based on a simulated change of the acceptance parameter. 

42. (Original) An apparatus for determining an optimized acceptance rate for 
purchase offers submitted to a buyer-driven commerce system, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory in electronic communication with the processor, the memory for 
storing a plurality of processing instructions directing the processor to: 

provide a plurality of available bookings, each including at least one of an 
acceptance parameter, a date of availability, a room type, and a geographic location; 

receive an indication of a plurality of unacceptable purchase offers 
submitted for at least one of the available bookings; and 

receive a second indication of a number of the unacceptable purchase 
offers which would be accepted based on a simulated change of the acceptance parameter. 

43. (Original) A method for optimizing performance of a buyer-driven 
commerce system, comprising: 
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receiving a plurality of available bookings from a seller, the plurality of 
bookings having an acceptance parameter; 

receiving a plurality of purchase offers for the available bookings from at 

least one user; 

determining which of the plurality of purchase offers are rejected; 
storing demand data associated with the rejected purchase offers; 
entering a simulated change of the acceptance parameter; and 
determining a simulated acceptance rate based on the stored demand data 
and the simulated change. 

44. (Original) The method of claim 43, wherein each of the bookings corresponds 
to a hotel reservation. 

45. (Original) The method of claim 43, wherein the demand data comprises at least 

one of: 

a customer identifier, a payment identifier, a rating for a hotel, a location for 
a hotel, a number of room nights, an occupancy of the room, a room type and a price. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 43, wherein said determining further comprises: 

calculating a simulated acceptance rate based on the simulated change 
and the demand data stored within a predetermined time. 

47. (Original) The method of claim 46, wherein the predetermined time is one week. 

48. (Original) The method of claim 43, wherein said determining further comprises: 

calculating a simulated acceptance rate based on the simulated change 
and the demand data corresponding to rejected purchase offers which are not resubmitted 
purchase offers. 
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49. (Original) The method of claim 43, wherein the acceptance parameter 
comprises at least one of: 

a minimum price and a minimum margin amount. 

50. (Original) The method of claim 49, wherein the simulated change comprises at 

least one of: 

a second minimum price and a second minimum margin amount. 

51. (Original) The method of claim 50, wherein the second minimum price is less 
than the minimum price. 

52. (Original) The method of claim 50, wherein the second minimum margin is less 
than the minimum margin amount. 

53. (Original) The method of claim 43, further comprising: 

receiving a plurality of inputs of simulated changes to the acceptance 

parameter. 

54. (Original) The method of claim 53, wherein said determining further comprises: 

determining an optimum value for the acceptance parameter based on the 

plurality of inputs. 

55. (Original) The method of claim 54, wherein the optimum value corresponds to a 
maximum revenue for a predetermined amount of margin. 

56. (Original) The method of claim 54, wherein the optimum value corresponds to a 
maximum number of room nights for a predetermined margin amount. 

57. (Original) The method of claim 54, wherein the optimum value corresponds to a 
maximum margin for a predetermined number of room nights. 

58. (Original) The method of claim 43, further comprising: 
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changing the acceptance parameter based on the simulated acceptance rate. 

59. (Original) A computer-readable medium encoded with processing 
instructions for implementing a method for optimizing performance of a buyer-driven 
commerce system, comprising: 

receiving a plurality of available bookings from a seller, the plurality of 
bookings having an acceptance parameter; 

receiving a plurality of purchase offers for the available bookings from at 

least one user; 

determining which of the plurality of purchase offers are rejected; 
storing demand data associated with the rejected purchase offers; 
entering a simulated change of the acceptance parameter; and 
determining a simulated acceptance rate based on the stored demand data 
and the simulated change. 

60. (Original) An apparatus for optimizing performance of a buyer-driven 
commerce system, comprising: 

means for receiving a plurality of available bookings from a seller, the 
plurality of bookings having an acceptance parameter; 

means for receiving a plurality of purchase offers for the available bookings 

from at least one user; 

means for determining which of the plurality of purchase offers are 
rejected; means for storing demand data associated with the rejected purchase offers; means 
for entering a simulated change of the acceptance parameter; and 
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means for determining a simulated acceptance rate based on the stored 
demand data and the simulated change. 

61. (Original) An apparatus for optimizing performance of a buyer-driven 
commerce system, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory in electronic communication with the processor, the 
memory for storing a plurality of processing instructions directing the processor to: 

receive a plurality of available bookings from a seller, the 
plurality of bookings having an acceptance parameter; 

receive a plurality of purchase offers for the available bookings 

from at least one user; 

determine which of the plurality of purchase offers are 
rejected; store demand data associated with the rejected purchase offers; receive a 
simulated change of the acceptance parameter; and 

determine a simulated acceptance rate based on the stored demand 
data and the simulated change. 

62. (Original) A method for optimizing an acceptance parameter in a buyer- 
driven commerce system, comprising: 

receiving a booking from a seller and an acceptance parameter 
corresponding to the booking; 

collecting demand data for a predetermined period of time, the demand 
data including at least one purchase offer corresponding to the booking which is not accepted 
by a seller based on the acceptance parameter; and 
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generating a report for the seller, the report including at least one new 
acceptance parameter and an estimated number of bookings corresponding to the new 
acceptance parameter based on the demand data. 

63. (Original) The method of claim 62, further comprising: 

transmitting the report to the seller. 

64. (Original) The method of claim 63, further comprising: 

receiving a changed acceptance parameter from the seller based on the 

report; and 

inputting the changed acceptance parameter into the buyer-driven commerce 

system. 

65. (Original) The method of claim 62, wherein the acceptance parameter comprises 
at least one of: a minimum price for the booking and a minimum margin amount for the booking. 

66. (Original) The method of claim 62, wherein the booking corresponds to a hotel 
reservation at a predetermined hotel property. 

67. (Original) The method of claim 62, wherein the estimated number of bookings is 
expressed as at least one of: an estimated change in revenue, an estimated amount of revenue, an 
estimated acceptance rate, an estimated change in an acceptance rate, and an estimated change in 
the number of bookings. 

68. (Original) A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions 
for implementing a method, performed by a computer, for optimizing an acceptance parameter in a 
buyer-driven commerce system, the method comprising: 

receiving a booking from a seller and an acceptance parameter 
corresponding to the booking; 
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collecting demand data for a predetermined period of time, the demand 
data including at least one purchase offer corresponding to the booking which is not accepted by 
a seller based on the acceptance parameter; and 

generating a report for the seller, the report including at least one new 
acceptance parameter and an estimated number of bookings corresponding to the new acceptance 
parameter based on the demand data. 

69. (Original) An apparatus for optimizing an acceptance parameter in a buyer- 
driven commerce system, comprising: 

means for receiving a booking from a seller and an acceptance 
parameter corresponding to the booking; 

means for collecting demand data for a predetermined period of time, the 
demand data including at least one purchase offer corresponding to the booking which is not 
accepted by a seller based on the acceptance parameter; and 

means for generating a report for the seller, the report including at least one 
new acceptance parameter and an estimated number of bookings corresponding to the new 
acceptance parameter based on the demand data. 

70. (Original) An apparatus for optimizing an acceptance parameter in a buyer- 
driven commerce system, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory in operative communication with the processor, the memory for 
storing a plurality of processing instructions for directing the processor to: 

receive a booking from a seller and an acceptance 
parameter corresponding to the booking; 
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collect demand data for a predetermined period of time, the demand 
data including at least one purchase offer corresponding to the booking which is not accepted by a 
seller based on the acceptance parameter; and 

generate a report for the seller, the report including at least one new 
acceptance parameter and an estimated number of bookings corresponding to the new acceptance 
parameter based on the demand data. 

71 . (Original) A method for optimizing bookings received through a buyer-driven 
commerce system, comprising: 

submitting a booking and an acceptance parameter to a buyer-driven 

commerce system; 

receiving a report including an estimated change in an acceptance of a 
plurality of purchase offers based on the collected demand data and a proposed acceptance 
parameter; and 

changing the acceptance parameter after said receiving the report. 

72. (Original) The method of claim 71, wherein said changing further comprises: 

changing the acceptance parameter to the proposed acceptance parameter. 

73. (Original) The method of claim 71, wherein said report further includes a 
number of actual acceptances which relates to the booking. 

74. (Original) The method of claim 71, wherein the acceptance parameter comprises 
at least one of: a minimum price for the booking and a minimum margin amount for the booking. 

75. (Original) A report comprising: 

a number of actual acceptances which relate to a booking having an 
acceptance parameter; and 
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a number of estimated acceptances which relate to the booking based on at 
least one proposed acceptance parameter and demand data collected from a buyer-driven 
commerce system. 
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